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CELEBRATING INNOVATIVE ENTREPRENEURS 
High respected entrepreneurs 
from various spheres came 
together to celebrate 
Entrepreneurship Week 2020 
held at The Houghton Hotel on 
Thursday, November 19.  The 
event was hosted by Dr David 
Molapo and I can 4ir institute. 
Innovators who dream big, 
rising stars of local businesses 
were celebrated during the 
seminar. 

Dr Molapo recognised the 
powerful role entrepreneurs 
play in lifting lives, 
strengthening communities, 
and accelerating self- reliance 
through market-based 
solutions. 

Keynote speakers included 
Enock Mathebula (CEO of 
Springbok Group), Moleboheng 
Matli, Dr Phumza Makgato Khunou, Tshepiso Maledu, Tsholofelo Keena (Mimi), Sheldon 
Jefferson, Vusi Thembekwayo, Reshenn Dhewnarian, Pat Pather, Tsakani Mathebula and 
Beverley Roberston. 



 
 

 
 

 

The host, Dr Molapo gave the speakers a chance to talk about their start-up journey in 
business, Investment and Entrepreneurship in Africa, the fourth revolutionary industry and 
offering entrepreneurs tips on how to deal and maintain a successful business. 

The floor was then opened for questions, which saw aspiring businesspeople seek basic 
advice to succeed. Enock Mathebula, who started his entrepreneurship while in grade 6, 
spoke from the heart about how he started his business, he shared the challenges, 
experiences and lessons he came across in his journey. “If you wany to be a successful 
business person, you must be willing to take calculated risks and be a hard worker, be 
passionate about what you want,” said Mathebula.  

He shared that he knew had entrepreneurship skills at a young age, when he used his 
neighbour’s camera to take pictures at school in order to make money. He also mentioned 
that he knows the what it feels like to know that you have the best idea and wanting to be 
given a chance to get a breakthrough. He urged black businesses to go beyond if they want 
to be noticed. “I took a decision one day, that I don’t want to die poor, I didn’t use my family 
background as an excuse instead I brought change in my family, I went to school while 
working then eventually ventured into business,” he added.  

Another speaker, Tsholofelo Keena, the owner of Gold Mine shared her story on how she 
was bullied just because she is a woman in a male dominated industry. She also advised 
people not to seek advises from anyone, they must be extra vigilant when doing business 
and not to accept favours solely because they are woman. 

 



 
 

 
 

Reshenn Dhewnarian, who explained about Kaspersky 
Academy, he mentioned few points on Information 
technology and how parents can keep track of their 
children’s phones. 

Vusi Thembekwayo, who had an online presentation, 
was very short and precise in his address, advising 
people to always protect their brands because their 
brand must speak for them even in their absence. 
Moleboheng Matli, explained the ease of doing 
business in Africa for women. 

 Dr David Molapo gave traits about an effective 
entrepreneur, he mentioned that a person should have 
a vision, passion, work ethic, people skills, creativity, 
self-starter and must be disciplined to run a successful 
business. He further mentioned that money hides in 
seven places, which are people, problems, gifts and 
talents, opportunities, products and services, ideas and 
vision. 

The seminar was attended by150 in-person delegates 
and about 6000 delegates on-line across the Continent. 
He acknowledged all the speakers, investors, digital 
entrepreneurs from various sectors, people who are 
differently able and black 
women owned 
companies. 

 


